
 

 

Burnham Thorpe Parish Council Meeting, the Nelson Memorial Hall, 

28/11/16, Monday 7pm; Draft Minutes:  Actions & Record 

 
Present: Councillors: Chair Ben Andrews (BA); Vice Chair Valerie Southerland (VS); 

Alan Bodill (AB) Jason Byard (JB); Sarah Greenall (SG); Lettie Steele (LS); Chris 

Yardley (CY); clerk Mima Garland (MG). 

Public: David Black (DB), Paul Curry (PaC), Adam De Courcy Ling (AD), Anne 

Glenconner (AG), Emma Keeble (EK), Chris (CP) & Helen Padley (HP), Jo (JS) & 

Jon Spearman, Mike Tapper (MT),  

 

Actions 
All actions are for the clerk unless stated otherwise 

 

1. Annual Parish Meeting (APM) minutes (18/05/15) to be 

confirmed at a date to be confirmed 

2. Borough & County Councillors to be invited to 2017 APM at date 

to accommodate them 

3. MT to keep PC informed of BT Burn flood risk assessment 

4. Arrange production of Definitive Rights of Ways plus “traditional” 

paths parish map in with replacement of broken parish map, & 

clarification of legal context 

5. Obtain information needed on allotments for PC to enable it to 

make an informed decision on future management arrangement 

6. Councillors to complete questionnaire & return to NALC ASAP 

(deadline to be confirmed) 

7. Progress precept application as presented, with addition of £100 

charity donation, & additional (to be assessed) funding for 

purchase of hard copy of planning applications should be 

included. 

8. Seek to resolve Church Lane encroaching hedge problem 

9.     Pursue co-operation with other Burnhams parishes to support 

informed PC response to Local Plan process & PC effective over 

sight of development control matters, including provision of hard 

copy of planning applications; Borough to be informed of 

difficulties 

10. Ensure formal support for “Asset of Community Value” status for 

pub recorded 

11. Progress updated asset inventory 



 

 

 

Record 
Actions referenced in text as “A1, A2” etc 

 

1 Welcome, apologies & declarations of interest on agenda items:  

Following her request to BA, MG addressed the meeting to express appreciation for 

previous clerk Stafford Snell’s high dedication, as evidenced by PC’s records, & for 

his kindness & help. 

MG informed councillors they were not required to leave while precept was 

discussed, despite any personal property interest. 

 

2 Confirm minutes of Annual Parish Meeting (APM) on 18/05/15 & 

26/09/16 PC meeting (PCM), & any matters arising, unless covered in 

subsequent agenda items:  

APM confirmation postponed (A1), 26/09/16 PCM minutes confirmed (JB proposed, 

SG seconded, passed by all).  

 

3 Borough & County Councillors’ reports, & parishioners’ questions & 

statements:  

Sam Sandell has advised she’s not a member of, & has no plans to be a member, of 

the Boro’ Planning Committee; Officers have been providing planning training & 

briefing for Members, which she’s appreciated. She remains on the Licensing 

Committee. PC agreed it was important for our Members to attend the APM & PC 

needed to help them do so (A2) 

MT spoke on flood risk on behalf of parishioner David Latham (DL) OBE:  

DL has significant technical & professional expertise on flood risk & drainage. He is 

in discussion with the Environment Agency (EA) regarding their flood modeling of the 

Burn (completion due 03/16). He has proposed they install gauge boards on the 

Burn to identify the effect of restricting the throat of the bridge at Lowe's Road during 

peak flows. This will help give a better understanding of the behaviour of the river 

and hence flood risk. 

Riparian owners as well as EA have a duty of river bank & bed maintenance. 

Holkham are one of the owners of the land along the river bank. Our aim, of course, 

is for the Burn to be an asset, enhancing the village, not a threat. (A3) 

JS raised the problem of overgrown & unsigned footpaths. A general discussion 

across parishioners & councillors covered matters of statutory rights of way (RoW), 

that discretionary routes are now no longer available as the DEFRA funded 

Countryside Stewardship programme has ended, & CY advised that “traditional” 

routes become statutory RoW after 20 yrs unimpeded use. BA advised of a 

forthcoming RoW legal change. (A4) 



 

 

 

4 Correspondence 

Community Car Scheme: 

Thank you letter noted 

Allotments: 

Agreed further work needed before a decision could be made on Holkham’s request 

BTPC took on their management (A5) 

Mayor’s Civic Awards for Voluntary Service 2016: 

Invitation to nominate deserving individuals noted 

Code of Conduct questionnaire: 

The Norfolk Association of Local Councils (NALC) has issued a questionnaire for 

completion by parish councillors (A6). Councillors were provided with a 2016 edition 

of the Code of Conduct & parishioners were advised they could borrow a copy from 

MG. MG advised that the Boro’s Standards Committee invited councillors to apply to 

sit on the committee. 

 

5 Finance 

Income & expenditure since 26/09/16:  

MG provided a report (attached) on outgoings since the last meeting (26/09/16) & 

advised that no significant income was expected or received during that period. 

Proposed precept: 

This was presented, discussed & agreed, subject to an additional £100 for charitable 

giving plus a provisional sum to cover payment for hard copy of planning applications 

(A7). MG advised that a significant under-spend was currently forecast. This would 

significantly increase the sum currently held by the PC. The ’15-’16 financial audit 

commented that the PC was not empowered to hold significant financial reserves, 

unless allocated for planned works. 

 

6 Highways 

Problem & potentially problem trees & other vegetation: 

No Highways matters were raised other than the above. The PC thanked residents 

who’d speedily cut back overhanging vegetation on PC request. Church Lane 

problem to be resolved (A8) 

 

7 Lighting 

None raised 

  



 

 

 

8 Planning 

Proposed sub-committee & handling of applications: 

The merits & disadvantages compared to convening Extraordinary General Meetings 

(EGM) were discussed & it was agreed to continue with existing arrangements & 

review at the next meeting as part of a review of progress on A9. MG advised that 

responding effectively to the Local Plan process required councillors to be familiar & 

engaged with that process, & possibly to liaise with other nearby PCs.  

Call for sites & policy suggestions consultation (new Local Plan process) 

Noted that MG had discussed & agreed with Boro planning office with local plan 

responsibility that BTPC had “no comment” to make at this stage but looked forward 

to engaging fully with the process (A9) 

Variation of condition on consent for 1 Walsingham Rd (Hobsons): 

Noted that “no comment” reply made to Boro 

Removal of payphone: 

Noted that “no comment” reply made to Boro 

Tree Preservation Order 2/TPO/00554 

Noted 

Lord Nelson pub nomination as Asset of Community Value  

See A10  

Neighbourhood Planning Bill 

Information on the above from NALC (forthcoming legislation to strengthen status of 

Neighbourhood Plans mandated by local referenda) noted. 

 

9 Other matters 

Broken village & footpath map board: 

See A4 

Proposed asset inventory 

See A11 

 

10 Parishioners’ questions & statements 

PaC stated he was disappointed with the discussion on how the PC would deal with 

future planning applications, given recent examples of the PC not dealing with them 

effectively with the existing process. 

This included failing to provide any comments before a significant planning 

application was determined, despite the application being an item for discussion on 

three PC meeting agendas. PC highlighted that on one occasion a vote on the 

planning application was not possible because two of the four Councillors present & 

eligible to vote, had not familiarised themselves with the application despite having 

had weeks to do so. 



 

 

(PC) stated that if the current system continued Parishioners would expect all PC 

members to have read all planning applications and be able to make informed 

comments on them at PC meetings; including judging the application effectively 

against what was, and wasn't, permitted in the Borough Council's development plan. 

PaC also suggested that the PC could allocate a sum of money in its annual budget 

to pay for hard copy plans to be provided when desirable. 

11 Date of next meeting 

30/01/17, 7pm Nelson Memorial Hall (NMH) 

 

Future meetings (all Mondays, 7pm in NMH): 

27/03/17 

22/05/17 (last Monday in May is a BH) 

24/07/17 

25/09/17 

27/11/17 

 

 

 


