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10th February 2021 
 
Dear Burnham Thorpe Parish Council, 
 

Following receipt of your briefing note on 11th December 2020 and the subsequent online meeting with parish 
councils on 26th January 2021 it may be useful, in response, to summarise the answers provided both during the 
meeting and in subsequent email communications.  

Both North Norfolk District Council and Norfolk County Council have confirmed our position that the extant 
planning permission is valid and that the plant is fully compliant both with the permission and related planning 
conditions. 

It is worthy of note that any operational differences to the way in which operations were predicated in the 
information supporting the original grant of planning permission do not amount to a breach of any of the planning 
permissions unless these have been specifically controlled by condition. Cllr Tom FitzPatrick has suggested that 
planning-related concerns are raised via his office and dealt with by the local authority. 

The 2012 Planning Statement referenced alternative grasses and stated that locally sourced biomass (farming 
break crops), converted into biogas, which would be transferred directly into the gas network for local and national 
use. The plant receives crops from local suppliers and the feedstock source relies upon that available in the local 
area i.e., crops from farmers that are willing to grow for us. 

With reference to our email exchange dated 27th January, we advised that in order to share O&D information in the 
public domain, the consent of a variety of farmers and contractors would be required. Following your requests, we 
have now ascertained that there is generally a strong reluctance to do this. You will appreciate that commercial 
relationships are critical to the success of a business and it is imperative that our discretion and integrity may be 
relied upon. At the request of any statutory body, detailed information can be shared on a confidential basis. This 
would of course include the local authorities in relation to matters of planning or highways, to facilitate discussions 
and to ensure best practice. We acknowledge continued requests for this information, last dated 8th February 2021, 
but we regret that this information will not be shared for the reasons stated above. 

Proposals and plans to ameliorate traffic-related issues will be addressed at the next meeting (date to be confirmed) 
at which we look forward to meeting you again. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

On behalf of Egmere Energy Limited. 

 


