
BURNHAM THORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Nelson Memorial Hall on Monday May 23rd 2016 
at 8pm. 
 
Present: Councillors; Tom Henderson, Acting Chairperson, V Southerland, B Andrews, J Byard, A 
Bodill, L Steele, the Clerk and about 20 parishioners. 
 

1. Welcome 
Tom Henderson, acting Chairperson, welcomed the parish to the meeting. 

 
2. Resignation of position from chairperson, Valerie Southerland 

It was announced that Cllr. V. Southerland had stepped down from her position as 
chairperson of the parish council but would remain a councillor. 

 
3. To elect a chairperson for the financial year 2016/17 

It was proposed by Cllr. B. Andrews, seconded by Cllr. L. Steele and carried unanimously by 

the council that Cllr. T. Henderson be elected chairperson. Cllr. Henderson accepted. 

 

4. To elect a vice-chairperson for the financial year 2016/17 

It was proposed by Cllr. T. Henderson, seconded by Cllr. A. Bodill and carried unanimously by 

the council that Cllr. Andrews be elected vice-chairperson. Cllr. Andrews accepted. 

 

5. To receive, consider and accept apologies for absence and reason given 

Borough Councillor S. Sandell gave apologies for being detained by borough council matters. 

 

6. To receive declarations of interests on agenda items 

None 

 

7. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on March 21st, 2016 

The minutes were contested; Cllr. T. Henderson requesting his name be added to the 

apologies, and Cllr. B. Andrews requested that the following be added to item 3 

(Parishioners Participation) regarding village allotments; ‘Mr Bracey said that Holkham had 

no plans for developing the allotments at present.’ These changes were agreed by the 

council. 

 

8. Matters arising from the minutes for information only 

None. 

 

9. A resolution to adjourn the meeting for the Borough Councillor’s report and parishioner’s 

questions 

No borough councillor report. Some discussion began surrounding planning application 

16/00381/F (for six new dwellings, by Holkham Estate), the chairperson suggested a greater 

discussion be had on the matter under agenda item 16. 

 

 



10. Correspondence 

Letter of resignation from Councillor Mr. E. Lyon 

 

11. Finance and to approve accounts for the financial year 2015/16 

a. Accounts paid prior to the meeting (list at meeting) 

i. 25.04.16 - £276.49 Came and Country Insurance 

ii. 05.05.16 - £81.74 Norfolk Association of Local Councils 

iii. 05.05.16 - £20.00 Community Action Norfolk 

iv. 05.05.16 - £20.00 Mr. Roger Gillett 

v. 05.05.16 - £4.49 Clerk’s Expenses 

b. Finance received (list at meeting) 

i. £4750.00 - Precept 

c. Accounts for payment (list at meeting) 

None. 

d. The annual accounts for the financial year 2015/16 were approved 

 

12. Highways 

a. Matters reported to the Clerk prior to the meeting 

None. 

 

13. Footway lighting 

a. To receive reports of any lighting problems 

None. 

 

14. Planning matters 

a. 16/00279/F 

New canopy porch to front of dwelling at Holly Cottage, Walsingham Rd. Approved 

by Parish Council, by consultation. 

 

15. Playing field report 

Further to the playing field report of the Annual Parish Meeting, Cllr. Henderson gave an 

update regarding the registration of the playing field with the Land Registry in the name of 

Burnham Thorpe Parish Council. He said he had received the deeds which were all correct 

with the exception of two small anomalies not covered by the land registration;  

 A small triangle of land behind the bowls pavilion, next to the trees and hedges 

 A small patch of land showing as being on a patch of the bed of the river Burn 

Cllr. Henderson reported that these anomalies most likely were the result of the original 

drawings not being able to depict clearly enough the boundaries (as is not uncommon). He 

said that he would investigate further but given the non-contentious nature of the pieces of 

land, it would be unlikely to be worthwhile challenging the drawings. 

Cllr. Henderson then suggested that given the now somewhat tired state of the play 

equipment, prior to making any decisions regarding that equipment, that a survey be 

undertaken amongst the village – in particular those residents with children – to establish 

what the needs / wants of those residents are. 



Cllr. Henderson also iterated the urgent state of disrepair of the bridge between the playing 

field and the pub 

. 

16. To make a decision on whether a review of the recently supported planning application from 

the Holkham estate (application 16/00381/F) is required 

Cllr. Andrews stated that he felt that the representatives of the Holkham estate had not 

acted properly at the meeting of March 21st in which the planning application was given its 

support by the parish council. He said that he felt that the vote on the matter had been 

distorted by a lack of information provided, with specific reference to Mr. J. Bracey’s saying 

he did not know about matters of drainage.  

Cllr. Southerland confirmed that at the time of the meeting on March 21st, she had no 

knowledge of any works proposed on her land by the application. 

Cllr. Andrews also stated that there was a discrepancy between the minutes of the meeting 

of March 21st and the clerk’s report of the matter to the borough council. 

In light of these points, Cllr. Andrews proposed that a letter should be written to the 

borough council to inform them of the concerns regarding due process and of the change of 

stance of the parish council regarding the planning application and to request that the 

decision be re-considered, or at least be put before the planning committee. Cllr. Henderson 

seconded this proposal which was then carried by four votes to two. It was left with the 

clerk to draft the letter. 

 

17. The parish council’s vacancy, following the resignation of Councillor E. Lyon 

 

18. To note the date of the next meeting 

July 25th 2016 

 

19. Any other business 

None. 

 

With no other business the Chairperson closed the meeting at 21.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
...............................................................................Chairperson 
25th. July 2016 
THESE MINUTES ARE UNCONFIRMED UNTIL APPRVED BY FULL COUNCIL 

 


