
Comments 

This seems a considerable financial burden on a small parish 

To renew the lease would be a financial drain 

I don't see much use being made of the land and it is expensive to maintain 

This is an agricultural village and this should have remained a farming field.  I forewarned this day would come - no one listened. 

Yes this seeing to as at the moment it is a disgrace to the village 
It is a space where visitors can stop for a picnic.  Al children love to play "pooh" sticks in the river when it is running (4 generations of us have done so).  
Dogs can be walked in this field.  Please cut the grass. 
Couldn't someone suggest to Holkham Estates that the value (and rent and sale price) of the houses they are building across the road from the Millennium Piece,  
will be made a good deal greater if its maintained as an attractive amenity?  Shouldn't they want at least to make a contribution to the annual costs?   
Or indeed do it for free? 

Would Holkham sell the Millennium Piece to the village so that it can remain a public amenity in perpetuity?  Unless they have other plans for it? 
I was born and brought up in Thorpe for 18 years but still have family here.  I now have a full time property here but also a home in Cyprus.   
The playing field is looking good but the rest of the village is a mess especially the river banks and footpaths. Costs to make this area are minimal  
except the riverbank - which is ridiculous!  I am sure that a local farmer like *** would be happy to trim this up occasionally with a hedge cutter or a few l 
ocal volunteers putting in a few house with a strimmer.  At the same time tidy up the riverbanks adjoining the playing field.  Unfortunately in this  
village there seems to be a lot of talk for little physical action!  For example my parents are buried in the field next to the plain churchyard where the  
entry gates were rusty and covered in mould.  So I have painted them with special paint my gran parents are buried in the main churchyard which is very 
 tidy but again the main gates are a mess. I thought to fix this but I was advised that it would upset people if I did this.  The footpaths of the lovely village  
needs cleaning as an asset of the village! 

It's a lovely space. 

can we get Holkham to undertake not to allay for planning permission for it? Thanks 

No strong feelings either way. I would like to see precept come down a bit if not retained.  

We love the Millennium Piece, and spend time every year playing there, watching wildlife, and appreciating it, we believe it really adds to the green spaces 
 in the village, particularly considering the new building. 

The Holkham Estate is currently building four houses (two for sale and two for rent), which are immediately opposite the Millennium Piece. Therefore the  
Estate derives significant present and future benefit from the existence of the Piece, in a well-maintained state, as an amenity for the village. Having the Piece  
looking attractive will certainly increase the value of the houses. Can the Parish Council negotiate with the Estate for a substantial contribution to the annual cost? 

As a donor of money towards the trees I would like to see the MP better maintained as well as the river banks 

In my view the Millennium Piece is of inestimable value as an amenity for the village, even more so now that the Holkham Estates housing development 
 is under way. I fully appreciate the amount of work involved in maintenance and am happy to make a financial contribution as appropriate. 

The loss of this amenity would adversely affect the character of the centre of the village. There would be great concern should this parcel of land ever be  



developed. 

The recent condition of the field illustrates how necessary it is to maintain the field in a tidy condition.  Adding the maintenance costs of the riverbanks is a  
misrepresentation as it would need to be done anyway to prevent flooding.  Taking this out makes the costs more reasonable.  

Can the council organise a team of volunteers to undertake the work?  I would volunteer. 

Suggest the land goes back to Holkham and have council bungalows put on same for local people only to rent at a reasonable cost, the land behind same  
is like a junk yard which will harbour rats and this needs to be tidied up ASAP 

The Millennium Piece of ground looks an eyesore at the moment this should have never been done in the first place. 

This piece of ground is a complete mess and the land at the back needs to be tidied up.  For the millennium there should have been something done to  
mark that special year, with a stone or something with being Nelson's Home 

My family and !myself wandered past the millennium piece hoping for a sit down after a walk, the grass was very over ground and very displeasing to the eye.   
I also once lost my dog inside the long grass if it was kept, I would have found her sooner 

The only purpose it serves is to save Holkham Estate money. 

I think Holkham should be asked to donate the piece to the village for a community woodland to help the government scheme to plant more trees, to help  
combat global warming, and lookup more carbon from the air.  We would all donate at least one tree. 

Another 20 years containing something that is not used, will cost a lot of money to the parish, its looked a mess now for many years and its only used for  
walking a dog, give it back to Holkham to go with there other projects in Burnham Thorpe 

The present cost are excessive because of the apparent liability for the riverbanks.  Was the PC aware of this when the original lese was granted?  On the  
information given it appears the PC must have taken on a significant liability /cost which would otherwise have fallen on the Estate or on the Tenant Farmer.   
If the cost of maintain the Millennium Piece was £610 per annum the cost identified less the cost of the riverbank maintenance we would be in favour it has  
been a charming and developing asset for he village.  Wheat are the alternatives? What is likely to happen to the piece if the lease is not renewed? who will  
bear the cost of the riverbank maintenance> is there any risk of further development here? What is the future for the scheme to change the course of the 
 Brook? 

This is a vital green space, together with the playing field, at the heart of the village.  Perhaps Holkham would be interested in contributing to the upkeep  
as it undoubtedly contributes to the value of the houses being built opposite. 

The Millennium Piece is an asset to the village in terms of green space and as a haven for wildlife. It is a very peaceful place and a space where you can sit and  
be mindful of the beauty of your surroundings. I am imploring the Parish Council to keep and maintain the Millennium Piece for the village and visitors alike. 

We are surprised at the high cost of maintaining the river bank. 

I am owner of property in Thorpe but live in B mkt permanently. To help keep Millennium piece I would be happy to do volunteer work. I cannot see why  
the riverbank need cost this huge sum of money. It could easily be brought under control and then once the river can be seen again, all would be much nicer.  
I think keeping the Millennium piece is a far better thought than having more houses here. I am happy to donate money to its up keep. 



The Millennium piece could have a Facebook page. It could have a WhatsApp group, made of up of people who could volunteer and who would t 
ake an interest in the Millennium piece. Even raise money and certainly do some volunteer work there. it would need one coordinator who could  
lease with the parish council and the Environment agency. I do not believe the river banks would cost the estimated amount at all. I do not want to  
see houses here. 

Designate as common land 

We have enjoyed using the Millennium Piece over the last 20 years but we realise that Village resources are stretched and think that they are best spent on  
maintaining the paying field and village hall. So it is with regret that we are voting to not renew the lease.  

Very important for the village to retain control of this central green area in the village 

The Millennium Piece is enjoyed by everyone in the village and a valuable asset. 
I feel that extending the lease for a further 20 years would be beneficial to the village as it would give us more control over potential developments or other  
uses for this plot that Holkham estate might envisage. 

Valuable public amenity, would be a great pity to risk so mor houses on. Maintenance of the riverbanks is essential.  

I think the millennium piece is very important to the village.  As a green space I hope we can extend the area it must be built on. 

Looks a mess - grass looks like a hay field.  River banks £1431 a year - you must be joking. 

It provides a valuable community space set within a village surrounded by intensely farmed land .  

Burnham Thorpe is unique because of its tranquillity and peace, as well as its history and connections with Nelson. The Millennium Piece is part of  
that quiet charm and we would urge the Parish Council to renew the lease for the benefit of the residents and visitors to the village.  

The Millennium Piece is a pleasant natural area giving public access to the river Burn, enhancing the peace and quiet of the village. For this to continue,  
the Parish Council needs to renew the lease. The costs of maintenance could be met through contributions from residents and visitors alike. 

Although not a Burnham Thorpe resident, I stay at least once a year opposite, as do other members of my family. I love Millennium Piece for its quiet  
character, especially the trees, and as a green space to wander and think and sit, often with a mug of tea. I think it enhances the village as an open  
recreational space and the lease should most definitely be renewed. It should though be regularly mown and kept reasonably tidy. 

When you divide the cost of renewing the lease between the number of dwellings and the average income of each owner of these dwelling the cost is  
negligible. I am sure , like me owners would be prepared to contribute to a dedicate fund specifically to retain village use of the millennium piece. 

When you divide the cost of renewing the lease between the number of dwellings and the average income of each owner of these dwelling the  
cost is negligible. I am sure , like me owners would be prepared to contribute to a dedicate fund specifically to retain village use of the millennium piece. 
I would favour preserving this as a natural area for the village. If the village loses control it would be possible for it to be developed on - and Holkham does  
not have a good history of consulting the village about such matters. Rather than cutting the grass could the area be allowed to re wild - to become a  
meadow? With just a path going through it. Before it was cut recently it had grown and there was an abundance of wild flowers and insect life. Rewilding  
would be good for the local environment. I would be willing to contribute to a fund for this. 



It seems a relatively small annual price to pay to guarantee a pleasant open space with some lovely trees in the centre of the village for another 20 years.  
I also think the maintenance costs could be reduced if costs were an issue. The bulk of the costs are bankside river maintenance (although is there such  
a cost for bank side maintenance where the river runs round the playing field?) Regardless, surely a village working party could undertake this maintenance 
 with a relatively modest amount of organisation. Could the maintenance required be outlined so the scope for a working party undertaking it be evaluated?  
There could also be scope for the village to have some fundraising events to contribute to the overall cost. I have noticed plenty of people walking through or 
 sitting in the Millennium Piece recently and it would be a great shame to lose it. As an aside perhaps the addition of some picnic tables would be worthwhile.  
I have noticed more than one group (cyclists) eating lunch in the bus shelter or bench next to it recently. I am sure a couple of picnic tables would get some  
use, especially in the summer months. My closing sentiment would be if you don’t take the lease on for another 20 years it will likely be a decision the Parish  
Council can regret at their leisure. Sometimes, you don’t know what you’ve got until it’s gone. 
The area is a community asset and a lovely peaceful place for quiet reflection in the centre of the village. Currently it is also providing a buffer to the 
 ramshackle settlement of scrap and temporary dwellings in the field on the other side. The land and the village is much better served in the possession  
of the parish council than in that of Holkham Estate 

This piece of land is an asset to the village which may be lost if it went back to Holkham. The cost of riverbank maintenance seems very high; could the  
cost of this be reduced if there was some community involvement is this task?  

Open space in the centre of the village should be kept. Holkham can’t be trusted to do the right thing for the village, just look over the road from the  
Millennium Piece. Keeping the lease for another 20 years keeps the space for people in the village to enjoy. 

My ‘Yes’ answer is conditional upon whether the parish council thinks it can adequately maintain the upkeep of the area of land so that we can walk  
through it easily, and whether the costs are affordable. If either of the above are 'no' then I don't think we should renew. 

I think the PC needs to think very hard as to how they are going to mange the Millennium Piece.  At the present time the edges of the Burn are overgrown 
 and unkempt.  The village does not look attractive to visitors and residents.  This in turn will not encourage visitors to return to the village. 

 


