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Dear Burnham Thorpe Parish Council, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated 6th March 2021 within which you summarised earlier requests and 
questions (points 1 – 4). 

We are fully committed to improving communications with local communities. Following the meetings 
held on 26th January and 5th March, we welcome future opportunities for us to engage both online and in 
person when COVID restrictions allow. Our correspondence with Burnham Thorpe PC and other interested 
parties is ongoing and we look forward to more positive relations.  

Point 1: We understand that the planning brief was an exercise in comparison between the 2012 planning 
application, consent, and current operations. We have previously directly addressed some of the points raised 
within the document and following recent communications with Burnham Thorpe PC both in writing and during 
meetings, we hope that many of the comments and assumptions within the brief are now resolved. We do not 
agree that the planning brief should be regarded as a statement of fact. 

Although we appreciate your invitation to submit detailed comments, we consider any necessary revisions to be 
a matter for BTPC rather than Egmere Energy Ltd., as authors of this document.  Our general comment from a 
legal standpoint, as per our letter dated 10th February 2021, is that should the AD Plant be operating differently 
to the way it was predicted to operate in the information supporting the original grant of planning permission, 
none of these alleged differences amount to a breach of planning. 

We consider that the question of planning compliance has been answered within previous communications 
including the statement made by Steve Blatch during the meeting of 26th January. We also note, as per our 
previous communication, that any remaining concerns regarding planning compliance may be directed to the 
planning authority who can verify that the Egmere Energy Ltd is fully compliant with all matters relating to the 
existing consent.  

We note your comment that questions the validity of NNDC’s original decision to grant planning permission for 
the AD Plant.  

Points 2 & 4: We fully appreciate that you seek a better understanding of the auditing process, sustainability 
criteria and related legislation together with assurance that this process is independently reviewed and 
verified. 

As stated previously, the requested documents contain commercially sensitive information and for that reason, 
Egmere Energy will not be issuing copies of the audit reports, Ofgem application nor historic origin and 
destination data. 

If you consider it useful, we would like to suggest arranging an online meeting wherein the site auditor, as an 
independent body, could provide greater insight into the auditing methodology, process and the regulatory 
framework within which Egmere Energy operates.  
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The intention would be to promote a greater understanding and to answer some of your remaining questions 
including those relating to the validity of sustainability and CO2 credentials. This could be scheduled towards the 
end of April with an invitation to all interested parties. We would be grateful to know if you would welcome this 
proposal.   

Point 3: As mentioned during the meeting of January 26th, sourcing feedstock within a five-mile radius of the 
AD plant has not always been possible due to the availability of growers in the vicinity. 

Whilst the original Traffic Statement anticipated that feedstock would be grown within a five-mile radius of 
the AD Plant, it refers to this as part of its description of the general operation of such plants, it is not specific 
to this facility and nor is it proposing a limitation. Such a restriction is not carried through to the planning 
permissions themselves, with no conditions imposed to restrict the area from within which feedstock can be 
brought to the AD Plant. 

The challenges of the 2020 harvest have been discussed during our meetings and we fully accept that it 
caused disruption within local villages. This is an issue which, as you will be aware, we are seeking to address.   

Egmere Energy is committed to ensure that future harvests will be managed with greater consultation and 
communication enabling a sustainable and positive relationship with our neighbours. We thank you for your 
continued interest in our business and look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of Egmere Energy Limited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


