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15th July 2019 
Dear Peter, 
 
 
Thank you for your open letter confirming the good news that The Holkham estate is buying the Lord 
Nelson pub and have plans to revive this perfectly located and well loved place. All I have spoken with 
are positive about the development recognising that this will bring revitalisation to the village. 
 
Since my arrival in the benefice at the end of February, I have naturally spent time assessing the role 
of All Saints Church in the village, discussing this with the parishioners, the officers of the PCC the 
residents of Burnham Thorpe and also those living in my other parishes. I have formed two firm 
conclusions and the extracts below are from a briefing paper I wrote a short time ago. 
 

● All Saints Burnham Thorpe should remain a full time Church of England parish church and its 
primary function should be to serve those living in Burnham Thorpe, We should also make full 
use of the loved and valued connection with Lord Nelson to attract visitors to the church when 
they are holidaying in this extremely popular part of the North Norfolk coast. 
 

● Although there is a small scale exhibition of information about Nelson in the church at present 
we believe that with the special expertise of the National Naval Museum it can be enhanced, 
modernised and made more attractive and informative. We have received offers from 
experienced fundraisers to help with this project and interest has already been shown by 
members of the museum board and senior members of the diocese. 

 
I thought to make you aware of this since both Holkham and the Church are embarking on 
regeneration of the links with Nelson and are positive about the future of the village both for residents 
and visitors. I suspect that your engine of change is faster than the Church of England’s nonetheless I 
wonder if we might meet at some point to share ideas and to see if there are any synergies we can 
bring to each other. 
 
Again thank you for your excellent communication, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revd. Steve Wood  


