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11th December 2020 

Letter addressed to: 

Philipp Lukas,  

Managing Director,  

Future Biogas Limited,  

10-12 Frederick Sanger Rd,  

Guildford  

GU2 7YD  

 

Richard Morse,  

Chairman, JLEN (John Laing Environmental Assets Group),  

Sarnia House,  

Le Truchot,  

St Peter Port,  

Guernsey GY1 4NA 

 

Dear Mr Morse and Mr Lukas 

Egmere anaerobic digester; Burnham Thorpe Parish Council (BTPC) & wider community concerns 

This letter is addressed to you as I understand JLEN owns the biodigester at Egmere and that Future 

Biogas, an original sponsor of the project, manages Egmere on JLEN’s behalf. Its purpose is to alert 

you to the strong local concerns raised by your operations and to ask for your response. While initial 

concerns were focused on road safety and traffic related social and environmental impacts, these 

concerns have now widened to question the operational legality, business integrity, and carbon 

impact of Egmere. Concern is widespread, as you have been made aware by other parish councils 

and our County Councillor, Andrew Jamieson. 

BTPC is concerned that the 2013 planning consent for the facility was based on clear statements in 

relation to environmental ‘goods’ to be provided and environmental ‘impacts’ against which these 

goods were assessed. Its consent was also predicated on the delivery of government policy in 

relation to sustainable, renewable energy. There now appears to be a significant difference between 

your original aims and forecast impacts, and the 2020 reality. The considerable public funding which 

underpins your operation adds weight to the need for you to provide clarity on these points, so the 

public can see the economic, environmental, and social cost / benefit of the operation their taxes 

subsidise 

I also attach a briefing which summarises, drawing on publicly available information, discrepancies 

between the information provided by Egmere Energy Limited in the 2012 planning application 

(including by now senior members of your teams) and the operations now suffered by our 

mailto:clerkburnhamthorpe@gmail.com


community. As the brief is a public domain document, I would be grateful if you could correct any 

errors or significant omissions as soon as possible. The parish council will be happy to correct and 

reissue as needed.  

The brief highlights the current substantially larger adverse impacts to those on which the planning 

consent is based. It questions the plant’s claimed environmental benefits and draws attention to the 

inadequacy of the original public consultation. It regrets a statutory environmental impact 

assessment (EIA) was not required but acknowledges that the information provided in 2012 would 

not have triggered one. 2020 operations, quite different from those described in 2012, have the 

significant negative environmental impacts likely to require EIA. This is relevant as EIA requires 

ongoing monitoring and reporting to demonstrate consent compliance. Critical to demonstrating 

compliance is transport impact reporting. You will note from the brief that this season’s origin and 

destination information, requested over a month ago, is still outstanding. No response has been 

received to recent reminders. 

I would therefore be grateful if you could: 

(1) provide the plant’s application for subsidy to Ofgem, as the information it contains should help 

answer some of the concerns raised,  

and if you would also  

(2) set out how you plan to return Egmere’s operations to those described in 2012. 

It is surprising that JLEN’s website states that “JLEN recognises the environmental, social and 

economic needs of the communities in which it works and looks for suitable opportunities to engage 

and support communities”. Despite this, and reminders to do so from North Norfolk District Council, 

there was no attempt to even inform this village and others of the extraordinary disruption and 

damage Egmere planned to inflict with the changes to operations, including in 2020 over half-term. 

This reflects particularly poorly on a business receiving substantial taxpayer support.  

BTPC will be happy to attend meetings with yourselves and others to help ensure all parties are able 

to make informed decisions on future action. In the meantime, I look forward to hearing from you, 

to enable me to report to BTPC’s 18th January 2021 meeting. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Burnham Thorpe Parish Council 

 

Cc: Mr I.McEwen, Head of Farming, Future Biogas Innes.mcewen@futurebiogas.com  

James Wild MP for Burnham Market james.wild.mp@parliament.uk  

Jerome Mayhew MP for Egmere, Little Walsingham jerome.mayhew.mp@parliament.uk  

Peter Mitchell, MD Holkham Estate P.mitchell@holkham.co.uk  

James Bracey, General Manager Land & Property J.bracey@holkham.co.uk  

County Councillor Andrew Jamieson andrew.jamieson.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk  

Cllr. Sam Sandell (Burnhams and Docking) cllr.Sam.Sandell@west-Norfolk.gov.uk  

Cllr. Sarah Butikofer, Leader NNDC sarah.Butikofer@north-norfolk.gov.uk  

Cllr. Steve Blatch, Chief Executive NNDC steve.blatch@north-norfolk.gov.uk  

Cllr. Nicola Baker, Head of Planning NNDC nicola.baker2north-norfolk.gov.uk  

Cllr. Lorraine Gore, Chief Executive KLWNBC lorraine.gore@west-norfolk.gov.uk  

Cllr. Geoff Hall, Executive Director KLWNBC Geoff.hall@west-norfolk.gov.uk  

Sarah Harvey, Clerk of North Creake Parish Council Northcreakepc@gmail.com 

Sarah Hunt, Clerk to Burnham Market Parish Council burnhammarketpc@gmail.com  
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