
Burnham Thorpe Parish Council
Chair Mima Garland, Vice-Chair Valerie Southerland, Clerk to Parish Council Murdo Durrant

clerkburnhamthorpe@gmail.com

Minutes of the meeting of Burnham Thorpe Parish Council at the Nelson 
Memorial Hall, Burnham Thorpe On Monday 26th November 2018 at 6.30pm. 

Mima Garland MG (Chair) Valerie Southerland VS (Vice-Chair)
Sarah Greenall SG Jason Byard JB
Lettie Steele LS Chris Yardley CY

Murdo Durrant MD (Clerk to Parish 
Council)

1. Welcome by Chair: MG welcomed everyone to the meeting particularly James 
Bracey (JB) and Ian Cable (IC) from Holkham Estate (HE). She also welcomed 
Barbara & Jake Fiennes who were new to the village. She thanked VS for 
providing the memorial wreath for Remembrance Sunday on behalf of Burnham 
Thorpe, and recommended the very moving account from one Norfolk man on 
the First World War in the latest edition of the FoBT newsletter. She also 
mentioned the pop-up-pub which would be run for the second time in the 
Memorial Hall on the 4th December by David & Di Black. 

2. To receive and consider and vote on accepting apologies for absence: 
Apologies had been received from Alan Bodill who was out of the county on 
business, Cllr. Sam Sandall from KL&WN Council and Cllr. Andrew Jamieson 
NCC. Apologies accepted proposed by MG seconded by LS.

 
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 24th 

September 2018, and discuss any matter arising from those minutes unless 
covered under subsequent agenda items:  Proposed by JB seconded by SG 
passed unanimously.
Actions from 24th September 2018 meeting: 
a) Bridge of River Burn adjacent to Millennium Piece JB (12 d).
b) SAM2 Sign AB (11a). 
c) Missing 30mph sign near Whitehall Farm AB. AB was not present and no 

details were known that could shed more light.

4. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed: Nil.

5. Holkham Estate planning briefing by Mr James Bracey: After introducing 
himself JB went through the main points regarding the planning application to be 
submitted. He then asked IC to enlarge on specific points. IC said the footprint for 
the four houses was the same as presented at the September PC meeting, but a 
number of changes had been made in light of issues raised at that meeting. The 
house nearest to Garners Row had been moved away from it, and there would be 
no windows looking into Garners Row. The amount of offroad parking had been 
doubled with covered parking for the two larger houses. There would be only one 
pedestrian entrance, which would be by way of a path behind the wall onto the 
road. The flood risk assessment had been redone and would accompany the 
planning application, it would be a 0-300mm scrape to assist surface water 
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drainage. The carparking area would have a permeable surface to allow for 
drainage in that area. There would be rainwater butts to each dwelling. The street 
scene would be lower, and the meeting was shown drawings that showed the 
lowered ridge lines and the flow of the buildings along the street.
MG said the parking concerns had been addressed, JB sad that there should be 
no parking on the road at all, which was the consensus of the meeting. JB said 
that there should be no need to park on the road due to the doubling of the 
parking spaces at the rear of the houses.
All councillors agreed the plans were much better and that the PC’s concerns had 
been addressed. CY said that there was a sustainable drainage system in place. 
A number of drawings were shown to the meeting showing the new ‘cart’ shed 
garages and the new houses, the only change being the loss of windows 
overlooking Garners Row.
MG asked about the materials to be used. IC stated that this information would 
be made available and that on-site sample panels would be provided.
MG asked that this information would also be provided for the external hard 
surfaces and IC agreed to provide this. 
MG allowed questions from the floor: John Hendry asked if an archaeological 
survey was to be undertaken, as he believed that there had been housing on that 
piece of land in the past? A discussion took place in which JB said that it was 
possible that a survey could take place. Another resident thanked JB and IC for 
coming back and explaining again HE’s plans. 
MG thanked both JB and IC and said how pleased she was that the PC was able 
to be working with HE to make the village a better place. JB said that the plans 
would be available on line before Christmas, he thanked the PC for allowing them 
time to explain the situation fully. 
Both JB and IC left the meeting at 7.03pm.

6. Update on The Lord Nelson Public House: MG informed the meeting that 
nothing had been heard since the last meeting two months ago when things were 
very upbeat. Greene King had advised the PC that they cannot put a planning 
application in until the increased budget needed for the gin distillery had been 
approved. They had also had a change of chairman at Greene King and things 
may well be changing.
CY said he had been involved with exchanges with KLWNBC as the discharge of 
conditions had not been met and there were significant problems with this. The 
discharge of conditions with regard to external lighting, planting and noise 
abatement was not handled with appropriate care. KLWNBC do not consult PCs, 
as other planning authorities do. He has made representations to them about this 
but they did not respond positively.
They had disregarded the request for a plan of the existing mature trees, an 
essential part of any landscape proposals. The uplighting was unacceptable, it 
showed 14 on one plane but 28 on another, causing a large amount of ambient 
light in an AONB. Suggestions on how and what to plant had been ignored. He 
hopes to be able to talk to Greene King, who may be more receptive. MG invited 
members of the public to speak. A resident asked if any monies from the pub 
come back to the village/PC? CY stated none. 

7. To adjourn the meeting to allow members of the public, and councillors 
with a prejudicial interest, to speak on agenda items: 



Jake Fiennes said that they may be able to act on behalf of the village about the 
pub lighting issue. He is part of the National Parks Review and said he would do 
what he could to assist. 
Another resident spoke of the problems being caused by overgrown hedges that 
had caused buses to be rerouted for school children. LS commented that this 
was becoming a real problem along the road by the Storers property and Rectory 
Lane, the hedges need to be cut back by the owners. VS stated that this could 
not be done until January at the earliest. MG asked if there was anything the PC 
could do to assist? JB informed the meeting that the buses were too big for the 
roads and had to change the route to be able to pick up the children where it was 
safe. Peelings were the bus company, MG said she would contact them and see 
what could be done. VS said she would speak to her husband about the hedge 
rows adjacent to their fields, but County Highways were reluctant to act. The 
roads were breaking up and road edges were cracking due to the size of 
vehicles.
 

8. To receive updates from County and District Councillors: Neither were 
present at the meeting no report received by Clerk.

9. Planning:  
a) Local plan/neighbourhood plan update: Nil

10.Finance: 
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A: Proposed by SG seconded 
by LS passed unanimously.
b) Accounts update: MD updated the PC on the state of the accounts which stood 
at £4312.09. It was agreed that the SAM2 sign would be put over to the next 
financial year as it had been confirmed by NCC that the funding would still be 
available. Cllr. Jamieson NCC had already suggested he would give £750 local 
member funding towards this, which would assist greatly.
c) To discuss the proposed precept for 2019-20: The original budget suggested 
was discussed at length and it was agreed that a previous estimate had to be 
revised downwards considerably as there were only 88 households paying 
council tax in the village and the proposed increase would be unacceptable both 
to the PC and the residents. A new precept and budget was agreed to be set at 
£6526 (last year’s was £5526). In addition to the PC would take back the £3,300 
given to the Playing Field Committee (PFC) for tree felling, which was to be 
postponed. This would allow the PC to go ahead with the SAM2 sign. The new 
budget was proposed by JB, seconded by LS and passed unanimously. MG said 
that a letter would be sent to all households explaining the increase.

11.Highways: 
a) SAM2 & speed awareness update: The hedge near the placement of one 

camera site had been cut back by the householder and was now in an 
acceptable state for the post to be placed there.

      
12.The Playing field & Millennium Piece:



a) Playing field replacement planting along new fence around Anglian Water 
(AW) site: MG explained the situation with the site. The AW conifers had been 
removed and a new wooden fence and gate was in place with a dark wooden 
façade in place of the white plastic one on the building. New planting would go 
in after a discussion with the PFC, CY had been advising and it would ensure 
a sympathetic planting.

b) Removal of playing field conifers: the PFC were revisit this issue and would 
report back in January.

c) Millennium Piece Heads of terms from Holkham Estate: Awaiting signature.
d) River Burn bridge repair: JB had sent the quote to MD who was unable to 

trace it. JB to resend.

13.River Burn management plan: Postponed to next meeting

14.To adjourn the meeting to allow members of the public to speak on agenda 
items: John Hendry asked if the PC got any money from the pumping station 
near Burnham Market which was on Burnham Thorpe land. No one on the PC 
knew if the PC owned the land and actioned the Clerk to find out. VS asked about 
the public footpath gate that was broken, was it HE? MG said that HE had asked 
to be informed with any footpath problems. Clerk to inform HE. 

15.Date and time of next meeting.

Monday the 28th January 2019, 6.30pm 
at the Nelson Memorial Hall Burnham Thorpe

 
 Meeting closed at 7.55pm

 
Mima Garland
Chair of Parish Council                                                              28th January 2019  
 

.


