
Burnham Thorpe Parish Council 

Chair of Parish Council Cllr. Mima Garland, Vice-Chair Cllr. Valerie Southerland,  
Clerk to Parish Council Murdo Durrant 

 

Minutes of extraordinary meeting held on Monday 9th October 2017at 6.35pm 

In the Nelson Memorial Hall Burnham Thorpe 

Present 

Cllr. Mima Garland (Chair) MG Cllr. Alan Bodill 

Cllr. Lettie Steele LS Cllr. Chris Yardley 

  

Mr Murdo Durrant (Clerk to Parish Council 12 members of the public 

  

1. Welcome: 

 

The Chairperson welcomed those attending the meeting and thanked them for their interest in 

the main subject of the meeting. 

 

2. Receive, consider and approve apologies for absence: 

 

Apologies had been received from Cllr. Valarie Southerland, Cllr. Jason Byard and Cllr. Sarah 

Greenall who were all out of the county on family or business. LS proposed that the apologies 

be accepted, CY seconded the proposal which was carried unanimously. 

 

3. A resolution to adjourn the meeting for 15 minutes for parishoner’s questions and 

statements: 

 

Mr David Black reported that the Friends of Burnham Thorpe (FOBT) had held a meeting 

recently which agreed that the top priority for the Lord Nelson Public House, was to see it 

open again as soon as possible, however there were concerns over the height of the rear 

extension. Others present voiced similar concerns about the height of the two-story extension 

and the lack of additional car park space, despite the considerable extra floor space being 

developed. 

 

4. To receive declarations of interest on agenda items: 

 

MG declared an interest in Item 5 planning, as she was a direct neighbour of the Lord Nelson. 

No financial declarations made. 

 

5. Planning: Planning application for the Lord Nelson Public House, Walsingham Road, 

Burnham Thorpe 17/01753/LB & 17/01754/F: 

 

CY explained at length the possible routes for the Parish Council (PC) to take and the likely 

outcomes. MG explained the proposals and the drawings the PC had received, and allowed 

comments from the floor regarding the proposals. All comments from the floor objected to the 

plans as they stood but were in favour of the public house reopening if the plans were changed 

to make them fit in with the original listed building, more suitable to the Conservation Area 

village the size of Burnham Thorpe. Concerns were the amount of new floor space on the 

ground floor, but the developers stated no extra covers, this was felt to be at odds with the 

plans, and the statements that staffing levels at the redeveloped site would more than double. 

No extra provision for increased staff or public parking, which would mean even more vehicles 

parking on Walsingham Road and elsewhere in the village, causing danger to pedestrians and 

cyclists, narrowing the carriageway and further damaging the verges. This was felt to be 



unacceptable to all present. The two-story rear extension was felt to be out of character to the 

rest of the Grade II listed building being of red brick while the main building is of white painted 

‘clunch’. The extension was also too large and the roof and ridge heights far too high and did 

not blend in with the main building as they should. Discussion was also had around how the 

building could be redeveloped without having the intrusive two-story rear extension, these ideas 

were largely accepted as a feasible alternative to those presented. It was pointed out that if the 

PC did not object then the proposals might be approved by Kings Lynn and West Norfolk BC, 

without it being referred to the Boroughs Planning Sub-Committee. 

MG therefore proposed that the PC should object to the planning applications as they stood on 

the grounds outlined above. CY seconded the proposal, passed unanimously. 

 

6. A resolution to adjourn the meeting for 15minutes for further parishoner’s questions and 

statements: 

 

A discussion was held about whether Greene King would be prepared to sell the Lord Nelson, 

MG explained that Greene King wanted to keep the core of the pub as it was and to redevelop 

the rest of it, and that it was unlikely that they would sell. There were concerns about what 

Greene King wanted and what the villagers felt was appropriate for the village. MG stated the 

PC would do its upmost to ensure wishes of the parishoner’s were placed before the Borough 

Council 

 

7. Date and time of next meeting: 

 

Monday the 27th November 2017 at 6.30pm 

In the  

Nelson Memorial Hall, Burnham Thorpe 
 

 
 

 

Murdo Durrant, Clerk to Burnham Thorpe Parish Council                     16th October 2017 

 

 

 

 

 


