
The Minutes of Burnham Thorpe Annual Parish Meeting held in the Nelson Memorial Hall 
on Monday May 18

th
 2015 at 7pm 

 
The meeting was chaired by Councillor Mrs Valerie Southerland, Chairperson of the Parish 
Council and was attended by 6 Parish Councillors, the Clerk to the Parish Council Stafford Snell 
MBE and 2 Parishioners. 
 
Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Borough Councillor Sam Sandell and Parish 
Councillor J Byard 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in May 19

th
 2014, copes of which had been 

circulated and were available in the hall, were approved and signed by the Chairperson. 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
Welcome 
Councillor Mrs Valerie Southerland welcomed all present to the meeting and then presented the 
Parish Council's Annual Report which outlined the various events, work carried out and meetings 
attended during the year. 
 
Councils Annual Report 
In her report Councillor Southerland informed the meeting that during the year seven meetings 
including the Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish Council Meeting had been held. 
All Councillors standing for election this year were re-elected, with Councillor Bodill joining the 
Council this year we now have our full complement of Councillors 
During the year four planning applications were considered all of which were approved by the 
Borough Council. 
For the third year running the Parish Council has managed to freeze their share of the Council 
Tax at £4750. Owing to changes to the Grass Cutting contracts the whole contract was awarded 
to Norse Commercial Ltd, which has resulted in a small saving in the over-all costs. 
Repairs were carried out to the Village Sign and the Millennium Bridge and the woodwork on the 
Village Notice Board was treated. 
Special thanks are due to Mr Barry Southerland for cutting the Millennium Field hedge and to 
Richard and Allen Ives for the complete refurbishment of the seat next to the Bus Shelter in 
memory of their brother David. 
The Parish Council made grants to the Burnham Market Area Community Car Scheme and the 
the Norfolk Accident Rescue Service. 
Councillor Southerland concluded her report by wishing it to be placed on record special thanks 
to the Clerk for all the hard work and the time he has put in over many years and with our 
gratitude continues to do so. 
 
Borough Councillors Report 
In her report Councillor Sam Sandell gave details of meetings and events she had attended over 
the past year.  Changes continue to be made with the Planning system.  58 applicants were 
housed during March into Housing Association accommodation.  The total number of brown bins 
in use at the end of March 2015 had risen to 20,859 an increase of 498 in February. The budget 
report shows that staff continue to maintain budget disciplines resulting in the Borough Council 
not having to increase the Council Tax for another year. 
 
Playing Field 
In his report Councillor Tom Henderson stated the S.O.S. Appeal had now approached 
approximately £2,000. Community Service People had started repair work on the Play Boat.  A 
site meeting had been held with Community Action Norfolk to discuss future funding. The 
contents of the Cricket Pavilion had been sorted and cleared. 



All Saints Church 
Mrs Mary Heather informed the meeting that once again the Church had continued to have a 
stream of visitors.  Church Services are now integrated with the Burnham Benefice and are held 
on the first Sunday of each month.  Two funerals one baptism and a wedding had been held 
during the year, together with the Annual Carol Service.  Forth coming events this year to date 
would be a concert  by the Alumni Choir and the Thornhill Singers.  Thanks were due to the nine 
members of the Parochial Church Council, and the eleven people who willingly take on the task 
of locking and un-locking the Church.  Mrs Heather stated that she would be standing down as 
Church Warden. The post would be filled by Councillor Mrs Letty Steele. 
 
The Nelson Memorial Hall 
Mrs Mary Heather opened her report by thanking all the Parishioners who kept the hall running, 
Mr Ray Dodman who looks after the garden, Michael Smith the Treasurer, Holly Smith, Donald 
Doughty who looks after the electrics and the booking secretary Pat Betjemann. The project this 
year is to have the dormer windows repaired, this made possible by a grant from the old 
magazine fund.  Books for the hall have remained steady.  Future events are a Coffee Morning 
recognising V.J. Day and near to Trafalger Day an evening with the Shanty men plus a fish and 
chip supper. 
 
Burnham Market Area Community Car Scheme 
Mrs Daphne Potter, the co-ordinator in her written report stated that it had been another very 
busy year for the scheme.  In this its 10

th
 year the number of journeys made had increased from 

1732 in 2004 to 6132 in 2014.  The 27 drivers have travelled 41,161 miles during the year, with 
one journey being made on Christmas Day. Whilst medical appointments are the main aim of the 
scheme, hospital and nursing home visits are arranged.  The scheme's committee are very 
mindful of the help financially they received from Parish Council's in the area, Norfolk County 
Council, North Norfolk District Council and the various village organisations. 
 
Table Tennis Club 
Councillor Ben Andrews stated that the two teams Nelson and Trafalgar had another very good 
season. Nelson finished in fourth place in the league and Trafalgar seventh and again reaching 
the final of the Powell Cup.  While membership has dropped slightly the Clubs finances are in 
good shape mainly through members fees and a donation from Burnham Market Craft Fair. 
 
Cricket Club 
Councillor Ben Andrews reported that the previous season had represented a low point in the 
Clubs history with only two matches being played.  Subsequently the Club has been placed in a 
stae of dormancy. No fixtures have been lined up for the 2015 season. The Clubs kit will be made 
available for use by the Playing Field Committee.  At the present time the Club is discussing the 
issue of equipment, machinery and the contents and ongoing occupancy of the pavilion with the 
Playing Field Committee. 
 
Bowls Club 
A written report from Mrs Pat Jennings stated that the Club had a very successful season in both 
the league and cup games, winning the Alan Cox Shield. The boundary hedge has been cut 
down to a manageable height and the green keeper is working hard to keep the green in good 
condition.  This work has been made difficult by the number of rabbits in the area. 
 
Nelson Rural Scout Group (See Appedix A) 
 
Councillor Southerland thanked all the organisations for their reports and with no questions from 
Parishioners closed the meeting at 7.40pm 


